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Dr. Chen’s research focuses on immunopharmacology of Chinese Medicine/natural products and 
biology of regulatory T cells (Tregs). His study has greatly advanced the understanding of the 
efficacy and mechanism of Chinese medicine and naturally occurring compounds in the 
regulation of immune function. Together with Dr. Joost J Oppenheim, he for the first time found 
and reported that TNF through TNFR2 plays a decisive role in the activation, expansion, 
phenotypic stability and in vivo function of Tregs. His work also led to the discovery that TNFR2 
expression represented the most functional suppressive Treg cells including those present in the 
tumor microenvironment. Furthermore, his group was the first to report that in vivo 
administration of TNFR2-targeting pharmaceutical agent induced the regression of tumor, 
through triggering anti-tumor immune responses, in mouse tumor models.  
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